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HOUSE BI LL 1869

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Geen, Flannigan, Appleton, Morrell, Darneille,
Hasegawa, W/ lians, Kenney, Hunt, Sells, Moeller, Lantz, Canpbell,
Si npson, Roberts and O nsby

Read first tine 01/30/2007. Referred to Commttee on Health Care &
VWl | ness.

AN ACT Relating to providing coverage for hearing aids; adding a
new section to chapter 41.05 RCW adding a new section to chapter 48.20
RCW adding a new section to chapter 48.21 RCW adding a new section to
chapter 48.44 RCW adding a new section to chapter 48.46 RCW creating
a new section; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the inability to
purchase hearing aids adversely affects hearing-inpaired people of al
ages and inpacts the enploynent and educational opportunities of
hearing-inpaired children and adults in Washington state by limting
conmmuni cation options. To provide these individuals wth equal
opportunity and protect the well-being of the population, the
| egislature intends to establish insurance coverage provisions for
heari ng ai ds.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 41.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

All  state purchased health care that provides coverage for
prost heses nust include coverage for hearing aids. For coverage to
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apply, the hearing aids nmust be recommended by the patient's physician,
an advanced regi stered nurse practitioner as authorized by the nursing
care quality assurance conmm ssion under chapter 18.79 RCW or a
physi ci an assi stant under chapter 18.71A or 18.57A RCW

This section does not prevent the application of standard health
pl an provi sions applicable to prosthesis benefits, such as deducti bl es,
copaynents, medi cal necessity, quantity limtations, or
pr eaut hori zati ons. This section does not |limt the authority of the
state health care authority to negotiate rates and contract wth
specific providers for the delivery of prostheses. The replacenent of
hearing aids is limted as follows: Up to one thousand dollars, as
adjusted for inflation annually by the inplicit price deflator as
publ i shed annually by the federal bureau of |abor statistics, every
three years for an adult; full cost every two years for children ages
two through eighteen; and full cost no nore than three tinmes a year for
infants and toddlers until age two. This section does not apply to
medi care supplenent policies or supplenental contracts covering a
specified disease or other limted benefits.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 48.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

An insurer that offers to any individual a health benefit plan that
provi des coverage for prostheses nust include coverage for hearing
aids. For coverage to apply, the hearing aids nust be recomended by
the patient's physician, an advanced regi stered nurse practitioner as
authorized by the nursing care quality assurance comm ssion under
chapter 18.79 RCW or a physician assistant under chapter 18.71A or
18. 57A RCW

This section does not prevent the application of standard health
pl an provi sions applicable to prosthesis benefits, such as deducti bl es,
copaynents, medi cal necessity, quantity limtations, or
pr eaut hori zati ons. This section does not |imt the authority of a
carrier to negotiate rates and contract with specific providers for the
delivery of prostheses. The replacenent of hearing aids is [imted as
fol |l ows: Up to one thousand dollars, as adjusted for inflation
annually by the inplicit price deflator as published annually by the
federal bureau of |abor statistics, every three years for an adult;
full cost every two years for children ages two through ei ghteen; and
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full cost no nore than three times a year for infants and toddlers
until age two. This section does not apply to nedicare suppl enent
policies or supplenmental contracts covering a specified disease or
other limted benefits.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 48.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A group insurance contract or blanket disability insurance contract
that provi des coverage for prostheses nust include coverage for hearing
aids. For coverage to apply, the hearing aids nust be recomended by
the patient's physician, and advanced regi stered nurse practitioner as
authorized by the nursing care quality assurance comm ssion under
chapter 18.79 RCW or a physician assistant under chapter 18.71A or
18. 57A RCW

This section does not prevent the application of standard health
pl an provi sions applicable to prosthesis benefits, such as deducti bl es,
copaynents, medi cal necessity, quantity limtations, or
pr eaut hori zati ons. This section does not |imt the authority of a
carrier to negotiate rates and contract with specific providers for the
delivery of prostheses. The replacenent of hearing aids is [imted as
fol |l ows: Up to one thousand dollars, as adjusted for inflation
annually by the inplicit price deflator as published annually by the
federal bureau of |abor statistics, every three years for an adult;
full cost every two years for children ages two through ei ghteen; and
full cost no nore than three times a year for infants and toddlers
until age two. This section does not apply to nedicare suppl enent
policies or supplenental contracts covering a specified disease or
other limted benefits.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 48.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A health care service contractor that provides coverage for
prost heses nust include coverage for hearing aids. For coverage to
apply, the hearing aids nmust be recommended by the patient's physician,
an advanced regi stered nurse practitioner as authorized by the nursing
care quality assurance conmm ssion under chapter 18.79 RCW or a
physi ci an assi stant under chapter 18.71A or 18.57A RCW

p. 3 HB 1869



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e e ol
A WO DN O

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

This section does not prevent the application of standard health
pl an provi sions applicable to prosthesis benefits, such as deducti bl es,
copaynents, medi cal necessity, quantity limtations, or
pr eaut hori zati ons. This section does not |limt the authority of the
carrier to negotiate rates and contract with specific providers for the
delivery of prostheses. The replacenent of hearing aids is [imted as
fol |l ows: Up to one thousand dollars, as adjusted for inflation
annually by the inplicit price deflator as published annually by the
federal bureau of I|abor statistics, every three years for an adult;
full cost every two years for children ages two through ei ghteen; and
full cost no nore than three times a year for infants and toddlers
until age two. This section does not apply to nedicare suppl enent
policies or supplenental contracts covering a specified disease or
other limted benefits.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 48.46 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A health nmaintenance organization that provides coverage for
prost heses nust include coverage for hearing aids. For coverage to
apply, the hearing aids nmust be recommended by the patient's physician,
an advanced regi stered nurse practitioner as authorized by the nursing
care quality assurance conmm ssion under chapter 18.79 RCW or a
physi ci an assi stant under chapter 18.71A or 18.57A RCW

This section does not prevent the application of standard health
pl an provi sions applicable to prosthesis benefits, such as deducti bl es,
copaynents, medi cal necessity, quantity limtations, or
pr eaut hori zati ons. This section does not |limt the authority of the
carrier to negotiate rates and contract with specific providers for the
delivery of prostheses. The replacenent of hearing aids is [imted as
fol |l ows: Up to one thousand dollars, as adjusted for inflation
annually by the inplicit price deflator as published annually by the
federal bureau of |abor statistics, every three years for an adult;
full cost every two years for children ages two through ei ghteen; and
full cost no nore than three times a year for infants and toddlers
until age two. This section does not apply to nedicare suppl enent
policies or supplenental contracts covering a specified disease or
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1 other limted benefits.

2 NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. This act takes effect January 1, 2008.

~-- END ---
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